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The pictures on the back cover were taken in Rajasthan in 199] and 
show women carrying containers of water on their heads (upper photo) 
and these containers and a camel-drawn water tank getting filled at a 
pipeline (lower photo). This water will be carried to neighboring 
villages that have no water source. Though water is scarce in India’s 
desert for the poor peasants who walk for miles to buy it from “water- 
lords,” water is abundant for capitalists producing cash crops such as 
chili peppers. The desert as a contested terrain for social and ecological 
crisis is the theme of Michael Goldman's article in this issue of BCAS, 
“Cultivating Hot Peppers and Water Crisis in India’s Desert: Toward 
a Theory of Understanding Ecological Crisis.” These photos are by and 
courtesy of Michael Goldman. 
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